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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
 
CATALYST and SIFPSA held its three-day 
Corporate Social Responsibility Workshop July 
26 – 28 in New Delhi, India.  The outcome was 
remarkably successful.  Several corporations have 
approached SIFPSA about starting a partnership to 
expand RCH in Uttar Pradesh.  Most participants felt 
that the conference met their expectations and that 
they would use their new knowledge to form a CSR 
partnership in RCH.��
 
On August 25th, Marge Koblinsky presented her 
research on “Community-based Postpartum 
Care: An Urgent Unmet Need,” to an 
enthusiastic crowd of over 100 participants from 
involved CAs. A lively discussion followed and 
CATALYST is leading the development of a Core 
Working Group to strategize and coordinate 
Community-based Postpartum Care efforts. 
 

In August, CATALYST/Bolivia hosted 30 health 
providers from the public and private sector from 
Peru and Bolivia at the Training of Andean 
Health Providers Working with Adolescents. 
This training of trainers took place from Aug. 11-
14 in Santa Cruz and focused on gender, GBV, 
and human rights for participants to learn how to 
address GBV. The training was conducted using a 
South-to-South approach by relying on 
PROFAMILIA/Colombia’s gender expertise. This 
activity will provide an opportunity to scale-up 
and replicate the training within participants' 
regions in the health and youth programs. A 
representative from the Bolivian Vice-Ministry of 
Gender participated in the training and presented 
the Bolivian regulations that the Ministry is 
providing to support victims of violence. 

CATALYST was present at the APHA Annual 
Meeting and Exposition on Nov. 6-10, ’04, which 
took place at the new National Convention Center in 
Washington D.C.  The theme this year was Public 
Health and the Environment. 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 
CATALYST staff member, Paula E. Hollerbach and 
Shivananda Khan, Chief Executive of Naz 
Foundation International, have had a paper entitled 
“The Formulation of Sexual and Reproductive 
Health Behaviour Among Young Men in 
Bangladesh” accepted for presentation at the 
forthcoming Conference on Young People’s 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs in Asia:  
Progress, Achievements and Ways Forward, to be 
held in New Delhi, India from December 2-4, ‘04.  
Mr. Khan will make the presentation.   

 
Paula E. Hollerbach will also present a paper entitled 
“HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Health Among Men 
in Nepal and Its Impact on Female Partners and 
Children” at the International Conference on Men 
as Partners in Sexual and Reproductive Health to 
be held in Mumbai, India Nov. 28 – Dec. 1, ‘04. 
 
COUNTRY UPDATES 
 
BOLIVIA:  In July, CATALYST/Bolivia obtained 
approval for the scale-up of the GBV Peruvian 
model through the Special Initiative funded by the 
Inter-Agency Gender Working Group (IGWG). This 
activity is being carried out in the cities of Vino 
Tinto (near La Paz) and Potosi. The team has hired a 
Bolivian-based Activity Coordinator with expertise 
in community mobilization, as well as two local 
Coordinators for each of the working areas. The 
activity is on track. By the end of September several 
youths had been invited from nearby schools, and 
youth and church organizations, to take part in the 
workshops.   
 
Core leaders were selected from this group based on 
their interest in the topic and their availability to take 
part in the weekly 3-hour sessions. The first week 
focused on the transfer of methodologies, as these 
core leaders are to train their peers concurrently. 
Eight groups have been created, each comprising 20 
youths. Twenty-six core leaders meet on a weekly 
basis at the local Health Center and, on the following 
week, they meet with their peers for three and a half 
hours. The Bolivian model has adapted the Peruvian 
GBV model by learning about youth's perceptions of 
gender, violence, relationships, etc, and the sessions 
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have been designed in a participatory way based on 
elements provided by the youths.  At subsequent 
sessions, additional elements that are introduced will 
help them to understand the violence that victims 
may undergo and its consequences.  
 
EGYPT:  A Memorandum of Understanding was 
signed between CATALYST/TAHSEEN, Proctor 
& Gamble/Egypt, and Johns Hopkins University 
Center for Communication Programs. The 
objective of this MOU is to improve and sustain 
awareness of women’s RH matters in Egypt by 
developing and implementing action-oriented and 
sustainable programs. This MOU will be effective 
until 2008 and will bring reproductive health 
messages to a nationwide audience through a 
multi-faceted campaign in schools (550,000 
adolescent girls), factories (1,000 women), homes 
(1.6 million people) and through national media 
channels. CATALYST has leveraged over half a 
million dollars in commercial sector funding 
through this strategic collaboration.   

INDIA:  An impact study on SDM (Standard Day’s 
Method) has been initiated with KGVK (Krishi 
Gram Vikas Kendra) in the Ranchi district in 
partnership with the Government of Jharkhand. A 
convergence activity has been initiated through the 
Education Department in 61 Districts of U.P.  
Pilot Projects have been initiated in Ballia and 
Raebareilli through NGOs reaching out-of-school 
adolescents. In Uttaranchal, compilation of an 
NGO directory, including data collection, is 
ongoing. 
 
PAKISTAN: A revised work plan has been 
implemented for the Pakistan project. The activities 
are geared towards improving the health of 
vulnerable populations in Pakistan through optimal 
birth spacing interventions, and will be carried out in 
ten districts from four provinces working in 
partnership with the Ministry of Health and Ministry 
of Population Welfare. The program activities will 
focus on integrating OBSI messages and practices 
into the existing Lady Health Worker (LHW) 
outreach system and into community forums through 
NGO and Male Champion advocacy.  
 
CATALYST will be working with local firms to 
implement the training of the LHWs; the design, 
pretesting and development of BCC materials; and a 
baseline OBSI survey.  The training for OBSI 

intervention will be conducted in Urdu. This has 
been developed in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health and Ministry of Population Welfare. The 
project plans to cover a total of 7000 LHWs, 
community mobilizers and social marketing workers 
through its OBSI training intervention.  An 
estimated 6,000 men will be reached through 
community awareness sessions.  
 
PERU:  The Peruvian MOH has requested 
CATALYST’s assistance to conduct OBSI 
regional training of trainers for DISA (Direcciones 
de Salud or District Health Units) staff at the 
regional level as part of the national strategy to 
decrease maternal, perinatal, and infant mortality. 
Ten district health units have sent written requests 
for RH training. Training workshops underway 
address gender-based violence, FP counseling, as 
well as various aspects of OBSI programming. 
Workshops are being replicated with providers 
from local health facilities (hospitals, health 
centers, and health posts) with financial support 
from the Peruvian MOH.  
 
NEPAL:  The Adolescent Girls Literacy Program in 
Nepal just completed conducting its baseline survey 
in September.  A workshop has also been conducted 
to integrate OBSI messages and human trafficking 
issues into the “Choose a Future” (CAF) manual.  
Twenty-seven master trainers have been trained to 
instruct facilitators in the use of the CAF manual. 
The adolescent girls’ groups have also been chosen 
and the adolescent girl leaders identified.  Dr. 
Kamlesh Giri, Reproductive Health Officer, is 
providing excellent support to the Nepal country 
program while he is in Kathmandu. 
 
YEMEN:  Medical equipment has been ordered and 
the first installment for three clinics in each of the 
Governorates in which CATALYST works has been 
delivered to the Governorate Health offices. The 
equipment will be delivered to the individual clinics 
as soon as the physicians who have just completed 
training in Sana'a return to their clinics to coordinate 
the setup. Renovation work has begun on four 
clinics in the Mareb Governorate. Contractors in 
Amran have been selected for renovating three 
clinics, including one EmOC unit and one staff 
housing unit. Various trainings have been 
completed, including three-day counseling training 
workshops in each governorate and a six-week 
ultrasound training course for physicians. Pre-
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service training for midwives has started in all three 
governorates. 
 
PROGRAMMATIC UPDATES 
 
In Bolivia the PAC community mobilization 
activity has been carried out in two large cities in 
two distinct regions of the country: El Alto in the 
Andean region and Santa Cruz in the Amazon 
River basin. Twenty-two community groups have 
participated in El Alto, and 28 groups have 
participated in Santa Cruz. A total of 1,161 
individuals participated in the process in both 
project sites combined, 84% of whom were 
women. One community-wide action plan for each 
project site was completed by the end of 
September 2004. 
 
A $60,000 grant was awarded to NAHUDA Well 
Women Clinic to strengthen PAC services in the 
Bhaktapur district in Nepal.  The intervention will 
focus on improving the referral system for PAC 
patients between two primary health care centers and 
a district hospital as well as improving the quality of 
care at PAC facilities.    
 
OBSI grantees in Cambodia, Nepal, Peru and 
Romania have all collected their baseline data and 
are busy implementing their proposed activities.   
In Cambodia, RACHA is doing a community-
based awareness intervention with men, midwives 
and community leaders on the advantages of 
OBSI.  In Nepal, the Katmandu Business and 
Professional Women's Association (KBPW) is 
incorporating OBSI into their microcredit 
programs.  In Peru, AGROVIDA is working with 
women leaders and local providers to disseminate 
information about OBSI by linking it to 
sustainable agricultural practices and community 
outreach groups.  And in Romania, SECS is 
involving men in OBSI and helping to create 
community groups of “Male OBSI Champions” to 
spread the word about OBSI and its benefits. 
 
In Guatemala, CATALYST has created a 
partnership with the IPPF affiliate APROFAM. Five 
new corporations thus far are receiving on-site 
FP/RH services and products; the creation of CSR 
partnership with Guatevision has provided free  
 

airtime to broadcast cervical cancer prevention and 
OBSI TV ads; and two on-site FP/RH clinics at one 
of Guatemala’s leading manufacturing companies, 
KORAMSA, have been established. Within just six 
months of the clinics’ operation, 1,200 consultations 
for FP/RH services have taken place.  APROFAM is 
achieving 118% cost recovery of services provided 
to KORAMSA, demonstrating that partnerships with 
the private sector can lead to sustainable RH 
services.   
 
TAKE NOTE 
 
Welcome to new headquarters staff:  Eric High, 
Finance Officer, and Jennifer Mason, Program 
Officer. Congratulations: Caroline Tran was 
promoted to Program Officer in late September. Best 
Wishes:  Gladys Pozo, Country Representative for 
Bolvia, has retired.  During the Country Reps 
Meeting here in Washington in October, everyone 
was able to celebrate Gladys’s remarkable career in 
FP/RH and wish her the very best. 


